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On this uniquely challenging sile,
the owners created their ultimate
dream home — a stunning, modern
oasis in the middle of the cily.
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ete Whalan, chief executive

officer of Bayleys Canterbury,

is the first to admit that it

was possibly a little bit of
lunacy that kickstarted his and his
partner’s dream home project. “We
had lived in the inner city for a short
period of time after leaving a home in
the suburbs,” he says. Whalan and his
partner quickly fell in love with the
inner-city vibe. “It’s quite a stunning
CBD now, especially since the
redevelopment of Christchurch,”
Whalan says.

Once the seed was planted, the
hunt for the perfect space began. “We
were constantly looking but we
couldn’t find anything we liked,” he
recalls. After failing to find an
inner-city home to call their own,
Whalan and his partner decided it
was time to take matters into their

“THE PAIR KNEW THE
NARROW, 7.5-METRE
SITEWOULD CAUSE A
FEW HEADACHES.”

own hands and began the search for an
inner-city site. “They’re hard to come by, but
we stumbled across one that had a late-1800s
workers’ cottage on it quite some time ago.”

Whalan remembers the first time that he
and his partner, Chris viewed the site.

“He just looked at me and said ‘Don’t you
dare!’,” Whalan laughs. With almost 20 years
in real estate behind him and Chris’
background in landscaping, the pair knew
that the narrow 7.5-metre site was going to
cause a few headaches along the way. “But
we both got amongst the challenge.”

Without a collaborative team effort,
Whalan says it would have been near
impossible to achieve what they did. “It was a
true collaboration of architect, builder and
at the later stage, an interior designer,” he
says. While Whalan says that they had a
fairly good idea of what they wanted, he
praises architect Kent Roper from ADQ Ltd
for helping make their vision a reality.

The builders — Christchurch’s Blue
Summit Construction — were brought in very
early on in the process. “It’s all very well
designing something that looks great, but
because we were dealing with a site where
millimetres counted, it was a case of Blue
Summit being involved almost from the
get-go so we could make sure what we were
dreaming of and what we were putting on

draft drawings could actually be built.”

The property’sindoor-outdoor flow is made possible with
glass bifold doors . The main pod features a
well-equipped, open kitchen while the guest pod (below
left) includes conveniences you would expect with a B&B.

Today’s finished property, which was
about two years in the making, comprises
two concrete and glass 1.5-story pods that
are connected by a single-level glass
causeway. Whalan says that while the pair
initially thought they might like an
apartment, they quickly realised they wanted
a space where they could entertain. “We
wanted the pool, the sauna room, and we
thought as time goes by, we’d like a bed and
breakfast arrangement,” he explains. “That
was how the ideas blossomed.”

The south pod, which faces the street,
has two guestrooms both with an ensuite —
one upstairs and one downstairs — and a
guest lounge with all the conveniences you
would expect with a B&B. There’s a guest
courtyard between the pods and guests are
able to access the pool area.

The north pod is at the rear and has been
Whalan and his partner’s home since late
December. The ground floor consists of an
airy, open living area with large scullery.
Floating stairs, that are more like a work of
art, wind up to the mezzanine-level master
bedroom complete with dressing room and
ensuite. Whalan says the ideas for the stairs
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Bring out the very best in your
next project! Choose from Resene’s
huge range of designer wallpaper
and complement with the latest
on trend colours from The Range
fashion colours fandeck.
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“THE STAIRS ARE
HELD UP BY ABOUT
400KG WORTH OF
STEEL, SUSPENDED
FROM THE CEILING.”

came from the fact that everything
was being done in millimetres. “To get
that open-air effect and the light in
the pod we couldn’t have traditional
stairs,” he says. “So the architect,
Kent, conjured up this wild plan of
these floating stairs. Obviously we
loved it as soon as we saw it but we
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COLOURS THAT
HIGHLIGHT THE
NATURAL WORLD

Natural materials with clear finishes teamed with a
monochromatic palette bring a sense of honesty
and authenticity to ahome. It's a palette that bares
the soul and lets the visual texture and subtle
beauty take centre stage. The strength of deep
blacks, such as Resene Nero, add shape to the
colour scheme, much like the branches of a tree.
Look to flat finishes, such as Resene Aquaclear
Natural, to soften the reflections.

Visit your local Resene ColorShop, or for

more ideas, visit resene.co.nz
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simplicity of it.” Although some
industrial spaces can feel austere,
theirs has a homely feel to it. “The

three attempts to get into the site
— Whalan says they love the property
to bits. “Even though we had to make

and the craziness of pressing the
button of actually building it, we
couldn’t have done it without those

the people you want from early in
the piece.” While compromise is
often unavoidable, Whalan says

thought, ‘How is this possible?” It
really was an engineering feat.” The
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stairs are held up by about 400kg

worth of steel, suspended from the it’s very earthy, industrial and raw. So | Fremtoptobottom: | o ness of the site, it evolved to be daunting experience [building your | Fromtopto “There were times when we
ilings. “Tt took th t getti Amber helped us to bring other t The mezzanine-level tly what ted,” h home] and thi tirely | Dot Besidethe hallenged. But hitect
celhng.s. Ft took three goes at getting Amber helped us to bring other tones master bedroom exactly what we wanted,” he says. own home] and this was an entirely | o5 atthe rear of were challenged. But our architec
the stairs in, and they had to be in, but not tones that will scream at overlooks the Whalan says perseverance and different kettle of fish. But it was a the property sit the didn’t give up on it, we just had to
brought in by hand.” you. The finishing touches were a spacious living room collaboration was key to the success of great team effort that we’re now saunaandspa go about things a different way.” @ RESENE

Whalan credits interior designer

colour palette is ... concrete and steel;

family affair too, with Chris, a

and outdoor area
that was created

some compromises because of the

the project. “If we’d had a conversation

three parties,” he says. “It’s quite a

very proud of.”

room. The property
consists of two

stick to your vision.
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Whalan’s advice for others who
find themselves building their

Amber Hamilton for helping them
inject colour and personality into the
space. “I've always had a passion for
the rawness of industrial buildings
and this had that feel to it — concrete,
steel and exposed timber. I love the

concrete block
pods that are VISIT MINDFOOD.COM
dream home is simple: “Be patient. joined together Spending so much time at home might
Be prepared to be challenged.” He withaglass make you yearn to redecorate, here are

) . causeway. The some tips for giving your interiors a refresh
says finding a team that you trust is guest pod boasts while still social distancing.

essential. “You’ve got to work with mindfood.com/redecorate-at-home

landscaper by trade, doing the hard with entertaining in half-way through the process, I
landscaping and indoor tiling, and his mind. As well as the probably would have said, ‘T don’t even
brother doing the soft landscaping. master bedroom.the | know why we started this’” But

While there were undoubtedly zsgizgizfgse\f working with a team that they trusted
challenges along the way — the made all the difference. “Whilst Chris

generous ensuite
northern wall which is all glass took and dressing room. and I can take credit for the concept
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itsown courtyard.
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